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WHAT'S AHEAD 
IN ACADEME 
Building on its 129-year record 
of leadership and achievement, the Columbia 
campus intends to be a complete and truly 
distinguished center of higher education. 
This is made clear in the interim report of 
the Steering Committee fo r Long-Range Plan-
ning, "A Decade of Development for the Uni-
versity of Missouri-Columbia." 
Dur ing the next 1 0 years, the committee 
sees the development of the Columbia campus 
progressing on the following fronts: 
• Strengthening the undergraduate program 
to se rve students who can best profit in a multi-
purpose-campus atmosphere. 
_Continued str engthening of graduate pro-
grams. 
_Interdisciplinary programs to take a dvan-
tage of the many speciaJized resources and the 
14 separate colleges and divisions on the 
Columb ia campus. 
- Substantially increasing the research effort. 
- Upgrading the ex isting professional schools 
and colleges. 
_ Furthering the traditionalland~ grant univer-
sity commitment to provide educational and 
problem-solving services to the citizens of all 
Missouri. 
The Columbia campus report is part of an 
intensive University~wide study on long~range 
planning which is scheduled to be submitted to 
the Board of Curators this summer and then 
to the Commission on Higher Education. 
Since the present never quite catches up with 
the future, long~range planning is a continuous 
process, and the University will continually re-
assess and update the initial comprehensive 
four-campus guideline. 
On the Columbia campus, the interim report 
is based on questionnaires from all departments 
and many faculty members. In addition, sub-
committees involving faculty, alumni and stu~ 
dents are being formed to investigate specialized 
areas and make reconunendations to the steering 
committee for inclusion in a more detailed campus 
plan. Besides special curricular problems, the 
subcommittees will study the philosophy for 
undergraduate education at Columbia, student 
health and recreation services, and faculty-
student participation in developing campus 
policy. 
The 13~member Steering Committee, made up 
of eight faculty members chosen by a faculty~ 
elected group and five administrators apPOinted 
by Cha ncellor John W. Schwada, began its work 
last fall. Although its interim report does not 
deal primarily with specifics, this concept under~ 
lies the entire study: The Columbia campus ex~ 
pects to build on, polish and improve what it 
has. Few, if any, new colleges or disciplines are 
envisioned, but new programs which cut across 
departmental and divisional lines will be created . 
" The University of Missouri~Columbia al-
ready is one of the nation's established, major 
centers of higher education," explains Dr. 
Herbert W. Schooling, dean of faculties . " We 
have a unique complement of schools and col-
leges which provide a rich diversity and inter-
disciplinary strength. We already have a long 
tradition of graduate training and research; we 
already offer the Ph. D. degree in 49 areas 
widely distributed across the academic spec~ 
trum." 
If each of the 8 1 academic departments of 
the 14 schools and colleges on the campus are 
viewed as the building blocks of a perfect arch, 
says the report, the keystone of the arch is 
interdisciplinary effort. 
For example, in the School of Home Econom~ 
ics, the curriculum in interior design weaves 
art and art history into fabrics and fiber. The 
School of Medicine offers a program in compara~ 
tive pharmacology in which hazardous drugs 
are tested at the Veterinary Research Farm. 
The Medical School and the Law School have 
combined to produce programs in the legal-
medical field. Journalism, Agriculture, En gineer-
ing, Education, Business and Public Administra~ 
tion all have programs ranging far beyond divi-
sional boundaries. The Space Sciences Research 
Center, Computer Center and Research Reactor 
offer many other examples of interdisciplinary 
research. 
So instead of new schools and colleges on 
the Columbia campus, an alumnus can look for 
an increaSing number of interdisciplinary pro~ 
grams. Likely possibilities include: 
- Urban and regional studies. 
- American studies. This would be a broad 
interdisciplinary program concerned with all 
aspects of American civilization. 
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_ Behavior studies. Involved would be animal 
and human behavior at all levels from the 
varied points-of-view of the zoologist, psycholo-
gist, anthropologist, and sociologist. 
- Public and governmental affairs. A broad 
view of such a program might place the em-
phasis upon the analysis of politico-sacia-eco-
nomic problems, as well as on administration. 
- Environmental biology. This program would 
study the influence of all environments on living 
systems, including the "creation" and mainte-
nance of life. 
- Public health. This program would offer 
master' s and doctor' s degrees in the areas 
of public health and health services manage-
ment. 
- Communication and information sciences. 
These interdisciplinary sciences are concerned 
with both individual a nd mass communication, 
with communication networks, with the science 
and technology of mass media, with the phenom-
ena of persuasion and transfer of information, 
and with systems of information storage and 
retrieval. 
- Center for the creative and cultural arts. 
Included would be music, dramatics, dance, 
painting, sculpture, and other art forms. 
The report also describes the current plans 
of the individual coll eges and schools as follows, 
noting that the list is not meant to be complete 
and that many of the programs are necessarily 
interdisciplinary in nature: 
College of Agriculture. New work will be 
undertaken in water availability and use, rural 
poverty a nd human adjustment, multiple use of 
mu l 22 
forest lands, and the home e nvironment (turf 
management, plant materials, landscape de-
sign). Inte rnational programs a re to be ex-
pa nded. A biometrics unit, to provide teaching, 
research, a nd consultation in t he areas of bio-
statistics, d igital computing, a nd experimental 
design, has been proposed. During the coming 
decade major emphasis will also be g iven to 
programs in continuing education and extens ion. 
College of Arts and Science. Since most of 
the departments in this large college represent 
old, established disciplines, the bulk of the plan-
ned programs constitute not so much innovations 
as extensions of existing programs. New program 
proposals which involve major curricular changes 
include: curricula leading to the Bachelor of 
Fine Arts and Master of Fine Arts (Art), to the 
Master of Arts for teachers (classics), to the 
regular M.A. (Russian), to the " M.A. plus" for 
small college teach e rs (Romance languages), 
to the Ph. D. degree (geography, German, music 
theory, composition, musicology); the establish-
ment of a School of Music and Departments of 
Linguistics, Computing Science. and Micra-
biology. 
College of Education. New program proposals 
of wide scope involve the following areas: higher 
a nd adult education, urba n and rural educational 
programs, early childhood education, instruction-
al media, education of handicapped children 
(special education). a nd international education. 
An Educational Experiment Center is planned 
which would join together such existing activ ities 
as the Child Study C linic. the Learning Labora-
tory, the Laboratory School, and the Statewide 
Testing Service. The M. A. programs in music 
and art education may be de-emphas ized. 
College of Engineering. This college plans 
for the following new programs to be in opera-
tion by 1977, probably considerably before that 
date: food sc ience engineering, human factors , 
industrial design, propulsion, urban and regional 
engineering. The college also plans significant 
modifications of the following ex isting programs: 
information theo ry, increasing ties with mathe-
matics and statistics; eiectromagnetics, related 
to biological systems; environmental engineer-
ing, to emphasize the whole environment; net-. 
works and circuits, related to biological systems; 
rad io-astronomy, a joint program with physics. 
University of Missouri Medical Center (in-
cluding the Schools of Medicine and Nursing). 
In addition to general expansion of the School 
of Medicine and of all the facilities of the Medi-
cal Center, programs such as the following are 
planned: a School of Health Related Services; 
a Continuing Education Center for the Health 
Professions; campus-wide joint effort Ph. D. pro-
grams in comparative pathology, biochemistry 
and biophysics, bioengineering, medical soci-
ology and behavioral sciences, ep idemiology, 
human genetics , radiobiology, information 
SCience; the application of computers and other 
technological a ids to the instruction of the medi-
cal students. 
School of Business and Public Administra-
tion. Plans are underway for the following: under-
graduate and graduate programs in regional and 
urban planning; a program "to add an inter-
national dimension" to the School's unde r-
graduate, graduate, and research programs. 
In general the plans for this School call for 
a shift toward greater emphasis on graduate 
instruction and research, with a relative de-
emphasis elsewhere. The Research Center of the 
school also has a number of developing programs, 
most of which involve electronic data-processing. 
School of Forestry. This school contemplates 
broadening its scope so that it may become a 
School of Natural Resources. It also hopes to 
participate in forestry program development with 
one of the presently unde rdeveloped countries. 
School of Home Economics. At present the 
Ph. D. is offered only in the area of foods and 
nutrition; programs in the next decade concern 
especially a proposed Ph. D. in family and 
environment. The new Ph. D. will have its basis 
in such areas as the following: housing and 
inte rior design, clothing, sociology, consumer 
economics, human development programs (e. g., 
child development, family relations). Proposed 
programs in other areas include human nutrition, 
to exploit the fact that the Columbia campus is 
one of the few involved in the application of 
data-processing techniques to food service man-
agement and nutrition. 
School of Journalism. A number of new pro-
grams have been devised to implement a new 
Master of Journalism degree, as distinct from 
the M. A.: an overseas graduate reporting pro-
gram centering in Brussels, Belgium; a program 
in Washington reporting centering in Washington, 
O. C., offered in cooperation with American 
University; a program in science and medical 
writing in cooperation with Roswell Park Memo-
rial Institute, Buffalo, N. Y. A more general 
program in international journalism, involving 
the addition of faculty members with experience 
in fore ign correspondence and in international 
broadcasting, also is planned. 
School of Law. The Law School intends to 
establish a Law Center which would permit 
double the present enrollment and which would 
combine the instructional program with addi-
tional facilities for (1) interdisciplina ry research 
into societal problems to which the law can 
contribute a partial solution, and (2) continuing 
education programs for the legal profession. 
School of Social and Commllnity Services. 
This relatively new school does not as yet offer 
the Ph. D.; development of a Ph. O. program 
is a principal concern for the coming decade. 
Requests also have been made to the school 
for a police science program. 
School of Veterinary Medicine. Because of 
the greatly increased need for veterinarians, 
this school plans to double its admissions from 
60 students to 120. It also plans to develop a 
non-degree residency program to provide train-
ing for specialty-board certification. 
School of Library and Informational Science. 
Distinguished especially by its emphasis on the 
use of computers in library work, this n ew 
(1966) school now offers the M. A. and plans 
to offer the Ph. D. by 1977. 0 
